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Opinion

Here’s my problem with The Left
R

ALEIGH — I know many Democrats 
and progressives who continue to 
be frustrated by the conservative 

Republicans who have controlled the 
North Carolina General Assembly since 
2010.

The Left has spent years stating and 
restating its standard narrative about our 
state: that North Carolina has historically 
grown faster and been more success-
ful than other Southern states because 
it was more willing to spend tax dollars 
on higher education, infrastructure and 
other government programs. Having re-
peated this catechism faithfully and end-
lessly, and yet seen no significant change 
in the policy direction of the state, pro-
gressives either resort to conspiracy 
theories about dark-money interests dic-
tating terms to their political lackeys or 
they resort to personal attacks on the in-
telligence of GOP lawmakers.

I chose my terms carefully. The Left’s 
narrative is a kind of quasi-religious or-
thodoxy. It is neither good history nor 
good social science. Since the end of 
World War II, North Carolina’s economy 
has usually outgrown the nation’s, to be 
sure. But that’s a regional phenomenon, 
not a Tar Heel phenomenon. In fact, the 
average annual growth rate since 1948 of 
per-person, after-tax income has been ex-
actly the same for North Carolina, South 
Carolina and the Southeast as a whole.

This is a long stretch of time. During 
some periods, sometimes lasting a de-

cade or more, North Caro-
lina has underperformed 
its regional competitors. 
During other periods, it’s 
grown faster. But even de-
tailed analysis of the data 
reveals no statistically sig-
nificant relationship be-
tween, say, state spending 
on higher education and 

subsequent economic growth.
I’m not arguing that government pro-

grams have no value. I’m not arguing that 
modern economies can prosper without 
some public services and assets. But to 
assert that North Carolina had the “right” 
amount of government expenditures and 
taxes before the Republicans took over in 
2010, and now it has “not enough” gov-
ernment, is to make an ideological claim, 
not an empirical one.

Several years ago, I began keeping a 
list of all the scholarly studies I could 
find on the subject of state economic 
growth. My database now contains many 
hundreds of papers, all published either 
in peer-reviewed academic journals or 
as chapters of peer-reviewed academic 
books. The available research doesn’t just 
examine public-policy variables such as 
government spending, taxes and regu-
lations. It also considers other potential 

explanations for differences in economic 
growth, including energy prices, private 
investment, geography and educational 
attainment.

Overall, this emerging body of empiri-
cal evidence suggests that most govern-
ments are too large and do more than 
they should — taxes and regulations are 
negatively associated with economic 
growth — but that non-policy factors are 
usually more significant in explaining 
differences among states and localities.

In the new edition of the Journal of 
Regional Analysis and Policy, South-
ern Methodist University’s Dean Stan-
sel and Meg Patrick Tuszynski reported 
the results of their own review of the lit-
erature. They looked specifically at the 
155 studies that have used the Fraser 
Institute’s annual Economic Freedom 
of North America index in their empiri-
cal models. The index includes state-
by-state measures of government size, 
taxes and labor-market regulations. In 
two-thirds of the studies, Stansel and 
Tuszynski found, economic freedom 
was associated with better economic 
performance among states. Of the three 
sub-indexes, the regulatory burden was 
the most important.

Economies are among the most com-
plex systems that scholars have ever 
tried to model. It is possible that at 
some point in the future, more sophis-
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Guest columnist

N
orth Carolinians treasure their 
reputation as leaders in “The New 
South.” And we have every right 

to do so. Now as voters, pundits, politi-
cians and others are decrying the state 
of civic and political discourse in our 
state and nation, we are leaders once 
again as we seek solutions. Amazingly, 
North Carolinians started working on 
this problem a quarter century ago and 
created a model that on a small scale 
has been impactful.

Wildacres Leadership Initiative was on 
solid ground — even inspired — when 
it created the William C. Friday Fellow-
ship in 1994. The fellowship was named 
for the long-time leader of the state’s uni-
versity system, who was admired for his 
civility and his ability to work with di-
verse people for the betterment of North 
Carolina. At that time, Friday said, “The 
greatest need in our state and country 
is for a generation of leaders with moral 
principles and ethical standards…with 
an unshakeable commitment to courage 
and fairness with grace and courtesy and 
decency.”

It is a statement that could well have 
been written today.

The fellowship recognized the im-
portance of positive human relations 
and embraced the idea that gifted lead-
ers of differing backgrounds and politi-
cal and philosophical persuasions have 
the capacity to solve perplexing soci-
etal problems at the local, state and na-
tional levels. It went further and created 
a framework in which emerging leaders 
could learn the skills to do it. Twenty at 
a time, The fellowship started identify-
ing emerging leaders, bringing them 
together and helping them hone their 
human relations skills and eventually 
become part of a network that works ef-
fectively for the betterment of North 
Carolina. A core belief is that differences 
do not have to result in polarization, 
and that the kind of gridlock we see at 
many levels and in many venues today is 
avoidable.

Being a Friday Fellow represents a 
commitment of substantial time and en-
ergy. A carefully selected group of emerg-
ing leaders gathers at least six times over 
two years for intense interaction over ex-
tended, four-day weekends. Preparation 
is required including research, writing, 
and study. Expenses such as food and 
lodging are covered.

There is a rigorous screening process, 
and it consistently has produced an im-
pressive pool of candidates who under-
stand the demands of the program and 
also appreciate the network they will 
become a part of and the lifetime of re-
wards that come from the training they 
will receive.

Some 200 Friday Fellowship graduates 
are now scattered about the state and are 
quietly influencing decision making from 
their neighborhoods to the highest lev-
els of statewide policy. Included among 
them are John Drescher, editor of The 
News and Observer; John Hood, head of 
the John Locke Foundation; and Debo-
rah Ross, a recent candidate for the U.S. 
Senate.

As rancor has escalated and become 

commonplace in the public arena, we 
have an even greater need for The Friday 
Fellowship than when it was created and 
named in honor of Friday, whose actions 
— tackling challenging problems, gath-
ering people of different backgrounds 
and philosophies around the table, and 
ultimately finding solutions and even 
consensus — were the model for the fel-
lowship program.

The fellowship has mostly flown 
below the radar since its creation almost 
a quarter century ago. We are going to 
change that. The fellowship has an im-
portant role to play in the future of North 
Carolina, and Bill Friday’s example is 
an important one for us to remember 
and emulate. We must make sure that 
happens.

North Carolina will continue to lead. 
This summer, we are assembling an-
other cohort of Friday Fellows. The Fel-
lowship is casting its net broadly, and 
we will be mining both urban and rural 
areas from the mountains to the sea for 
emerging leaders. As we seek to broaden 
the reach of the fellowship, deepen our 
impact and diversify supportive part-
nerships, we need the help of indi-
viduals, business leaders, foundation 
executives and others who are in posi-
tions to recognize the unique qualities 
we are seeking and make recommenda-
tions to us.

The Friday Fellowship has drawn ac-
colades for almost 25 years now and par-
ticipants have included persons from 
diverse occupations and backgrounds 
— entrepreneurs, educators, lawyers, 
public officials, business people, non-
profit administrators and others. To find 
information regarding participation or to 
nominate a person for consideration as a 
Friday Fellow, please visit the Fellowship 
website at FridayFellowship.org. Nomi-
nations to be considered for this fall’s 
class are due by Aug. 15.
Abdul Rasheed is executive director of the William C. 
Friday Fellowship. He founded and served as CEO of the 
North Carolina Community Development Initiative, an 
organization created to improve housing for under-
served and distressed populations.

A
fter the Trump administra-
tion wildfire that was week 
before last, many Americans 

might have missed a huge story 
in The Washington Post this past 
Tuesday, headlined “Trump dic-
tated son’s misleading statement 
on meeting with Russian lawyer.”

This story was amazing, even 
for Trump.

The story outlines how the president 
and his advisors, on the sidelines of the 
Group of 20 summit in Germany last 
month, discussed how to respond to the 
new revelations that Donald Trump Jr. 
had met with a Russian lawyer during 
the 2016 campaign.

According the Post, “The strategy, the 
advisers agreed, should be for Donald 
Trump Jr. to release a statement to get 
ahead of the story. They wanted to be 
truthful, so their account couldn’t be re-
pudiated later if the full details emerged. 
But within hours, at the president’s di-
rection, the plan changed.”

The Post reports that the president, 
while returning to Washington aboard 
Air Force One, dictated the statement 
that his son would initially issue.

If this story is accurate, the president 
not only dictated what would be said, 
but more im-portant, apparently what 
would be concealed, that Donald Trump 
Jr. attended the meeting to receive dam-
aging information about Hillary Clinton 
from a Russian source.

After Trump Jr.’s initial statement, 
per the president’s suggestion, the story 
changed multiple times. As public pres-
sure increased, Trump Jr. eventually 
acknowledged that he had accepted a 
meeting after receiving an email that the 
Russian government was willing share 
harmful information about Clinton. This 
is not exactly getting ahead of the story.

In this context, the president, during 
an ongoing criminal investigation, simul-
taneously assumed the role of decision 
maker and key political advisor to shape 
the narrative. The Post story could raise 
questions for Special Prosecutor Robert 
Mueller. The president’s action opens an-
other avenue for Mueller to travel.

Some may wish to dismiss the story 
because of unnamed sources, calling 
it “fake news,” and seeing it as a liberal 
conspiracy theory unleashed because of 
blind hatred of the president.

If this story is accurate, these un-
named sources are worried and wish to 
cover their own backsides. The presi-
dent’s personal intervention in his son’s 
response, which had not been previously 
reported, once again changes the nar-
rative. Those who have may leaked the 

story to the press realize the presi-
dent’s decision could potentially 
place them in legal jeopardy.

Moreover, based on the presi-
dent’s treatment of others in the 
administration, can they be cer-
tain that any displays of loyalty 
would be reciprocated? Or do they 
see that the president’s commit-

ment to loyalty runs one way — toward 
his massive ego? Perhaps they feel like 
Michael J. Fox in “The American Presi-
dent,” when he said: “It’s always the guy 
in my job that ends up doing 18 months 
in Danbury minimum security prison.”

Whatever this story may be, it is re-
flective of the president’s Achilles Heel, 
his inability to get out of his own way.

He, along with his surrogates, main-
tains the Russian investigation is a po-
litical ruse. What about the myriad drips 
that continue to emanate from the fau-
cet turned by his hand?

Why conceal that the purpose of the 
meeting with Donald Trump Jr. and the 
Russians was to obtain political infor-
mation on Hillary Clinton?

Why publicly harangue Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions for recusing himself 
from the Russian investigation?

Why fire FBI Director James Comey 
because of the “Russia thing”?

The most favorable light that can be 
offered in the president’s defense is that 
he doesn’t understand the difference 
between being a candidate running for 
the office and, now, being charged with 
the responsibility of governing.

It’s true that the president has no friends 
on the Democratic side of the aisle, but he 
is losing political capital with Republicans. 
His treatment of Sessions, his attempts to 
bully Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski and his 
declining poll numbers make his wagon 
one to which Republicans in Congress 
are becoming increasingly less likely to 
hitch their political fortunes.

Maybe there is nothing to the whole 
Russia thing. If there is no there there, 
the president would be well advised to let 
the matter play out. That may prove to be 
new Chief of Staff John Kelly’s most difficult 
task, to protect the president from himself. 
This, however, is easier said than done.

Kelly inherits a job where pesky fun-
damental questions linger. Why would 
someone attempt to mislead while the 
special prosecutor is conducting an on-
going investigation? How might a spe-
cial prosecutor view such deception?

If the president is not concealing 
something in regard to Russia, he’s cre-
ating the perception that he is.

The Rev. Byron Williams, a writer and the host of the “The 
Public Morality” on WSNC 90.5, lives in Winston-Salem.

Trump can’t get out 
of his own way

Fulfilling Bill 
Friday’s legacy more 
important than ever
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William C. “Bill” Friday in 2005. The 
longtime head of the University of North 
Carolina system was a beloved, bridge-
building gentleman.
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Byron 
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President Trump waves to the crowd after speaking at the 2017 National Scout Jam-
boree on July 24 in Glen Jean, W.Va.
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ticated research will produce different 
conclusions. At the moment, however, 
the predominant findings of social sci-
ence comport with what North Caro-
lina’s legislative leaders have concluded: 
that states can make themselves more 
competitive, and their residents more 
prosperous over time, by finding ways to 
deliver core public services at the lowest 
possible cost in taxes and regulations.

If you are a Democrat or a progressive 
and view this conclusion with disdain, 
you are of course free to disbelieve it. But 
just understand that repeating your cat-
echism a few more times isn’t going to 
change anything. Fiscal conservatives 
have good reasons to believe what we 
believe. What are yours?
The John Locke Foundation

John Railey’s column 
will return next week.
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Here’s my problem with The Left
R

ALEIGH — I know many Democrats 
and progressives who continue to 
be frustrated by the conservative 

Republicans who have controlled the 
North Carolina General Assembly since 
2010.

The Left has spent years stating and 
restating its standard narrative about our 
state: that North Carolina has historically 
grown faster and been more success-
ful than other Southern states because 
it was more willing to spend tax dollars 
on higher education, infrastructure and 
other government programs. Having re-
peated this catechism faithfully and end-
lessly, and yet seen no significant change 
in the policy direction of the state, pro-
gressives either resort to conspiracy 
theories about dark-money interests dic-
tating terms to their political lackeys or 
they resort to personal attacks on the in-
telligence of GOP lawmakers.

I chose my terms carefully. The Left’s 
narrative is a kind of quasi-religious or-
thodoxy. It is neither good history nor 
good social science. Since the end of 
World War II, North Carolina’s economy 
has usually outgrown the nation’s, to be 
sure. But that’s a regional phenomenon, 
not a Tar Heel phenomenon. In fact, the 
average annual growth rate since 1948 of 
per-person, after-tax income has been ex-
actly the same for North Carolina, South 
Carolina and the Southeast as a whole.

This is a long stretch of time. During 
some periods, sometimes lasting a de-

cade or more, North Caro-
lina has underperformed 
its regional competitors. 
During other periods, it’s 
grown faster. But even de-
tailed analysis of the data 
reveals no statistically sig-
nificant relationship be-
tween, say, state spending 
on higher education and 

subsequent economic growth.
I’m not arguing that government pro-

grams have no value. I’m not arguing that 
modern economies can prosper without 
some public services and assets. But to 
assert that North Carolina had the “right” 
amount of government expenditures and 
taxes before the Republicans took over in 
2010, and now it has “not enough” gov-
ernment, is to make an ideological claim, 
not an empirical one.

Several years ago, I began keeping a 
list of all the scholarly studies I could 
find on the subject of state economic 
growth. My database now contains many 
hundreds of papers, all published either 
in peer-reviewed academic journals or 
as chapters of peer-reviewed academic 
books. The available research doesn’t just 
examine public-policy variables such as 
government spending, taxes and regu-
lations. It also considers other potential 

explanations for differences in economic 
growth, including energy prices, private 
investment, geography and educational 
attainment.

Overall, this emerging body of empiri-
cal evidence suggests that most govern-
ments are too large and do more than 
they should — taxes and regulations are 
negatively associated with economic 
growth — but that non-policy factors are 
usually more significant in explaining 
differences among states and localities.

In the new edition of the Journal of 
Regional Analysis and Policy, South-
ern Methodist University’s Dean Stan-
sel and Meg Patrick Tuszynski reported 
the results of their own review of the lit-
erature. They looked specifically at the 
155 studies that have used the Fraser 
Institute’s annual Economic Freedom 
of North America index in their empiri-
cal models. The index includes state-
by-state measures of government size, 
taxes and labor-market regulations. In 
two-thirds of the studies, Stansel and 
Tuszynski found, economic freedom 
was associated with better economic 
performance among states. Of the three 
sub-indexes, the regulatory burden was 
the most important.

Economies are among the most com-
plex systems that scholars have ever 
tried to model. It is possible that at 
some point in the future, more sophis-
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N
orth Carolinians treasure their 
reputation as leaders in “The New 
South.” And we have every right 

to do so. Now as voters, pundits, politi-
cians and others are decrying the state 
of civic and political discourse in our 
state and nation, we are leaders once 
again as we seek solutions. Amazingly, 
North Carolinians started working on 
this problem a quarter century ago and 
created a model that on a small scale 
has been impactful.

Wildacres Leadership Initiative was on 
solid ground — even inspired — when 
it created the William C. Friday Fellow-
ship in 1994. The fellowship was named 
for the long-time leader of the state’s uni-
versity system, who was admired for his 
civility and his ability to work with di-
verse people for the betterment of North 
Carolina. At that time, Friday said, “The 
greatest need in our state and country 
is for a generation of leaders with moral 
principles and ethical standards…with 
an unshakeable commitment to courage 
and fairness with grace and courtesy and 
decency.”

It is a statement that could well have 
been written today.

The fellowship recognized the im-
portance of positive human relations 
and embraced the idea that gifted lead-
ers of differing backgrounds and politi-
cal and philosophical persuasions have 
the capacity to solve perplexing soci-
etal problems at the local, state and na-
tional levels. It went further and created 
a framework in which emerging leaders 
could learn the skills to do it. Twenty at 
a time, The fellowship started identify-
ing emerging leaders, bringing them 
together and helping them hone their 
human relations skills and eventually 
become part of a network that works ef-
fectively for the betterment of North 
Carolina. A core belief is that differences 
do not have to result in polarization, 
and that the kind of gridlock we see at 
many levels and in many venues today is 
avoidable.

Being a Friday Fellow represents a 
commitment of substantial time and en-
ergy. A carefully selected group of emerg-
ing leaders gathers at least six times over 
two years for intense interaction over ex-
tended, four-day weekends. Preparation 
is required including research, writing, 
and study. Expenses such as food and 
lodging are covered.

There is a rigorous screening process, 
and it consistently has produced an im-
pressive pool of candidates who under-
stand the demands of the program and 
also appreciate the network they will 
become a part of and the lifetime of re-
wards that come from the training they 
will receive.

Some 200 Friday Fellowship graduates 
are now scattered about the state and are 
quietly influencing decision making from 
their neighborhoods to the highest lev-
els of statewide policy. Included among 
them are John Drescher, editor of The 
News and Observer; John Hood, head of 
the John Locke Foundation; and Debo-
rah Ross, a recent candidate for the U.S. 
Senate.

As rancor has escalated and become 

commonplace in the public arena, we 
have an even greater need for The Friday 
Fellowship than when it was created and 
named in honor of Friday, whose actions 
— tackling challenging problems, gath-
ering people of different backgrounds 
and philosophies around the table, and 
ultimately finding solutions and even 
consensus — were the model for the fel-
lowship program.

The fellowship has mostly flown 
below the radar since its creation almost 
a quarter century ago. We are going to 
change that. The fellowship has an im-
portant role to play in the future of North 
Carolina, and Bill Friday’s example is 
an important one for us to remember 
and emulate. We must make sure that 
happens.

North Carolina will continue to lead. 
This summer, we are assembling an-
other cohort of Friday Fellows. The Fel-
lowship is casting its net broadly, and 
we will be mining both urban and rural 
areas from the mountains to the sea for 
emerging leaders. As we seek to broaden 
the reach of the fellowship, deepen our 
impact and diversify supportive part-
nerships, we need the help of indi-
viduals, business leaders, foundation 
executives and others who are in posi-
tions to recognize the unique qualities 
we are seeking and make recommenda-
tions to us.

The Friday Fellowship has drawn ac-
colades for almost 25 years now and par-
ticipants have included persons from 
diverse occupations and backgrounds 
— entrepreneurs, educators, lawyers, 
public officials, business people, non-
profit administrators and others. To find 
information regarding participation or to 
nominate a person for consideration as a 
Friday Fellow, please visit the Fellowship 
website at FridayFellowship.org. Nomi-
nations to be considered for this fall’s 
class are due by Aug. 15.
Abdul Rasheed is executive director of the William C. 
Friday Fellowship. He founded and served as CEO of the 
North Carolina Community Development Initiative, an 
organization created to improve housing for under-
served and distressed populations.

A
fter the Trump administra-
tion wildfire that was week 
before last, many Americans 

might have missed a huge story 
in The Washington Post this past 
Tuesday, headlined “Trump dic-
tated son’s misleading statement 
on meeting with Russian lawyer.”

This story was amazing, even 
for Trump.

The story outlines how the president 
and his advisors, on the sidelines of the 
Group of 20 summit in Germany last 
month, discussed how to respond to the 
new revelations that Donald Trump Jr. 
had met with a Russian lawyer during 
the 2016 campaign.

According the Post, “The strategy, the 
advisers agreed, should be for Donald 
Trump Jr. to release a statement to get 
ahead of the story. They wanted to be 
truthful, so their account couldn’t be re-
pudiated later if the full details emerged. 
But within hours, at the president’s di-
rection, the plan changed.”

The Post reports that the president, 
while returning to Washington aboard 
Air Force One, dictated the statement 
that his son would initially issue.

If this story is accurate, the president 
not only dictated what would be said, 
but more im-portant, apparently what 
would be concealed, that Donald Trump 
Jr. attended the meeting to receive dam-
aging information about Hillary Clinton 
from a Russian source.

After Trump Jr.’s initial statement, 
per the president’s suggestion, the story 
changed multiple times. As public pres-
sure increased, Trump Jr. eventually 
acknowledged that he had accepted a 
meeting after receiving an email that the 
Russian government was willing share 
harmful information about Clinton. This 
is not exactly getting ahead of the story.

In this context, the president, during 
an ongoing criminal investigation, simul-
taneously assumed the role of decision 
maker and key political advisor to shape 
the narrative. The Post story could raise 
questions for Special Prosecutor Robert 
Mueller. The president’s action opens an-
other avenue for Mueller to travel.

Some may wish to dismiss the story 
because of unnamed sources, calling 
it “fake news,” and seeing it as a liberal 
conspiracy theory unleashed because of 
blind hatred of the president.

If this story is accurate, these un-
named sources are worried and wish to 
cover their own backsides. The presi-
dent’s personal intervention in his son’s 
response, which had not been previously 
reported, once again changes the nar-
rative. Those who have may leaked the 

story to the press realize the presi-
dent’s decision could potentially 
place them in legal jeopardy.

Moreover, based on the presi-
dent’s treatment of others in the 
administration, can they be cer-
tain that any displays of loyalty 
would be reciprocated? Or do they 
see that the president’s commit-

ment to loyalty runs one way — toward 
his massive ego? Perhaps they feel like 
Michael J. Fox in “The American Presi-
dent,” when he said: “It’s always the guy 
in my job that ends up doing 18 months 
in Danbury minimum security prison.”

Whatever this story may be, it is re-
flective of the president’s Achilles Heel, 
his inability to get out of his own way.

He, along with his surrogates, main-
tains the Russian investigation is a po-
litical ruse. What about the myriad drips 
that continue to emanate from the fau-
cet turned by his hand?

Why conceal that the purpose of the 
meeting with Donald Trump Jr. and the 
Russians was to obtain political infor-
mation on Hillary Clinton?

Why publicly harangue Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions for recusing himself 
from the Russian investigation?

Why fire FBI Director James Comey 
because of the “Russia thing”?

The most favorable light that can be 
offered in the president’s defense is that 
he doesn’t understand the difference 
between being a candidate running for 
the office and, now, being charged with 
the responsibility of governing.

It’s true that the president has no friends 
on the Democratic side of the aisle, but he 
is losing political capital with Republicans. 
His treatment of Sessions, his attempts to 
bully Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski and his 
declining poll numbers make his wagon 
one to which Republicans in Congress 
are becoming increasingly less likely to 
hitch their political fortunes.

Maybe there is nothing to the whole 
Russia thing. If there is no there there, 
the president would be well advised to let 
the matter play out. That may prove to be 
new Chief of Staff John Kelly’s most difficult 
task, to protect the president from himself. 
This, however, is easier said than done.

Kelly inherits a job where pesky fun-
damental questions linger. Why would 
someone attempt to mislead while the 
special prosecutor is conducting an on-
going investigation? How might a spe-
cial prosecutor view such deception?

If the president is not concealing 
something in regard to Russia, he’s cre-
ating the perception that he is.

The Rev. Byron Williams, a writer and the host of the “The 
Public Morality” on WSNC 90.5, lives in Winston-Salem.
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JOURNAL FILE PHOTO

William C. “Bill” Friday in 2005. The 
longtime head of the University of North 
Carolina system was a beloved, bridge-
building gentleman.
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President Trump waves to the crowd after speaking at the 2017 National Scout Jam-
boree on July 24 in Glen Jean, W.Va.
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ticated research will produce different 
conclusions. At the moment, however, 
the predominant findings of social sci-
ence comport with what North Caro-
lina’s legislative leaders have concluded: 
that states can make themselves more 
competitive, and their residents more 
prosperous over time, by finding ways to 
deliver core public services at the lowest 
possible cost in taxes and regulations.

If you are a Democrat or a progressive 
and view this conclusion with disdain, 
you are of course free to disbelieve it. But 
just understand that repeating your cat-
echism a few more times isn’t going to 
change anything. Fiscal conservatives 
have good reasons to believe what we 
believe. What are yours?
The John Locke Foundation

John Railey’s column 
will return next week.
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It took nearly two years and 
more than 4,000 miles, but 
Paul McManus’ message finally 
reached its destination — a 
sandy beach on the north coast 

of France.
When the mes-

sage was sent in 
2014, Paul’s sec-
ond-grade year at 
Summit School’s 
Triad Academy, 
the intended tar-
get was anyone 
living along the 

path of the Gulf Stream. Susan 
Schambach’s class was study-
ing the oceans. As a lesson on 
the powerful ocean current that 
moves from the equator north, 
skirting along the North Caro-
lina coast before heading out 
to sea, she had each of her stu-
dents seal up a bottle with a let-
ter, postcard and pencil inside.

Somehow, after following the 

Gulf Stream all the way across 
the Atlantic, Paul’s bottle made 
its way into the English Channel 
and landed on the sandy beach 
of Berck, on the north coast of 
France.

There, 9-year-old Mélina Cou-
vreur of Verton, France, was tak-
ing her usual walk along the 
beach when she spotted the 
bottle, with something white in-
side it, according to French news 
reports.

After fishing out the note and 
getting some translation help 
from her parents, Mélina and 
her classmates at Prévert-Curie 
school reached out to Scham-
bach with the email address in-
cluded in the letter.

The fourth-grade class that 

The Associated Press

RALEIGH — Corporations ex-
pressed disappointment and the 
NCAA vowed to monitor what North 
Carolina does next now that the state 
has banned any local government 
measures protecting people from 
discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation and gender identity.

American Airlines, which oper-
ates its second-largest hub in Char-

lotte; IBM and Biogen, which have 
facilities in the state’s Research Tri-
angle; and payments processor Pay-
Pal, which had announced plans to 
hire 400 people in Charlotte only 
last week, were among major em-
ployers condemning the new law.

The General Assembly called it-
self into a special session Wednes-
day to void Charlotte’s recently 
approved anti-discrimination or-
dinance, which would have allowed 
transgender people to legally use 
restrooms aligned with their gender 
identity and provided broad pro-
tections against discrimination in 
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Businesses oppose ban on anti-discrimination laws
They’ll see what’s next, 
but no threats to stop 
doing business in N.C.

On Facebook
 What message would 
you put in a bottle? Tell 
us at Facebook.com/

WinstonSalemJournal.

On Facebook
How much sway do 
you think corporate 
opposition to North 

Carolina’s House Bill 2 that was 
signed into law Wednesday will 
have? Tell us at Facebook.com/
WinstonSalemJournal.

Journal poll
 Is the new law that 

prevents cities and counties 
from passing their own 
anti-discrimination laws 
overreaching by the state? 
Take our poll at JournalNow.
com.

Recount  
to decide 

council 
winner

BY WESLEY YOUNG

Winston-Salem Journal

Carolyn Highsmith has 
edged out John Larson for 
the Democratic nomination 
for the Winston-Salem’ City 
Council’s South Ward seat by 
six votes, according to the of-
ficial primary election results, 
but Larson will ask for a re-
count Monday.

After tallying up provisional 
ballots and rechecking all the 
numbers, elections officials 
said Thursday afternoon that 
Highsmith ended up with 
2,029 votes and Larson with 
2,023.

“And that’s even more proof that every vote 
counts,” said Ken Raymond, the chairman of 

Six votes separate the two 
Democratic candidates in race 

for South Ward seat

Forsyth  
completes 
vote totals

BY MEGHANN EVANS

Winston-Salem Journal

The Forsyth County Board of Elections 
certified primary election results Thursday 
afternoon after voting on 961 provisional 
ballots.

In the end, 592 of the 961 provisional 
ballots considered on Thursday were not 
approved, with the reasons ranging from 
people not being registered to vote to people 
not returning to the elections office to show 
their photo ID.

Provisional ballots are issued at polling 
places when additional research or action 
is needed to determine whether the person 
is eligible to vote. Officials then rule on the 
ballots.

Transatlantic teaching

BY MICHAEL HEWLETT

Winston-Salem Journal

North Carolina has gone fur-
ther than any state in the coun-
try in weakening protections for 
gay and transgender individu-
als, a legal expert at Wake Forest 
University said Thursday.

“It is rather a much broader 

attack on anti-discrimination 
laws in the state,” said Shannon 
Gilreath, a professor of constitu-
tional law and law and sexual-
ity at the Wake Forest University 
School of Law. “It goes much far-
ther than gays and lesbians to 
reach traditionally protected 
classes.”

Elections 2016

Summit School’s lesson in a bottle found in France
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Summit School second-grader Gianna Novembre (right), with classmates Ben Geren (left) and Thomas Wild, drops a rolled-
up postcard into a bottle to be cast into the Gulf Stream. 

COURTESY OF SUMMIT SCHOOL

A bottle containing a note from Summit School stu-
dent Paul McManus was found by 9-year-old Mélina 
Couvreur of Verton, France, on the beach of Berck. 
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Here’s my problem with The Left
R

ALEIGH — I know many Democrats 
and progressives who continue to 
be frustrated by the conservative 

Republicans who have controlled the 
North Carolina General Assembly since 
2010.

The Left has spent years stating and 
restating its standard narrative about our 
state: that North Carolina has historically 
grown faster and been more success-
ful than other Southern states because 
it was more willing to spend tax dollars 
on higher education, infrastructure and 
other government programs. Having re-
peated this catechism faithfully and end-
lessly, and yet seen no significant change 
in the policy direction of the state, pro-
gressives either resort to conspiracy 
theories about dark-money interests dic-
tating terms to their political lackeys or 
they resort to personal attacks on the in-
telligence of GOP lawmakers.

I chose my terms carefully. The Left’s 
narrative is a kind of quasi-religious or-
thodoxy. It is neither good history nor 
good social science. Since the end of 
World War II, North Carolina’s economy 
has usually outgrown the nation’s, to be 
sure. But that’s a regional phenomenon, 
not a Tar Heel phenomenon. In fact, the 
average annual growth rate since 1948 of 
per-person, after-tax income has been ex-
actly the same for North Carolina, South 
Carolina and the Southeast as a whole.

This is a long stretch of time. During 
some periods, sometimes lasting a de-

cade or more, North Caro-
lina has underperformed 
its regional competitors. 
During other periods, it’s 
grown faster. But even de-
tailed analysis of the data 
reveals no statistically sig-
nificant relationship be-
tween, say, state spending 
on higher education and 

subsequent economic growth.
I’m not arguing that government pro-

grams have no value. I’m not arguing that 
modern economies can prosper without 
some public services and assets. But to 
assert that North Carolina had the “right” 
amount of government expenditures and 
taxes before the Republicans took over in 
2010, and now it has “not enough” gov-
ernment, is to make an ideological claim, 
not an empirical one.

Several years ago, I began keeping a 
list of all the scholarly studies I could 
find on the subject of state economic 
growth. My database now contains many 
hundreds of papers, all published either 
in peer-reviewed academic journals or 
as chapters of peer-reviewed academic 
books. The available research doesn’t just 
examine public-policy variables such as 
government spending, taxes and regu-
lations. It also considers other potential 

explanations for differences in economic 
growth, including energy prices, private 
investment, geography and educational 
attainment.

Overall, this emerging body of empiri-
cal evidence suggests that most govern-
ments are too large and do more than 
they should — taxes and regulations are 
negatively associated with economic 
growth — but that non-policy factors are 
usually more significant in explaining 
differences among states and localities.

In the new edition of the Journal of 
Regional Analysis and Policy, South-
ern Methodist University’s Dean Stan-
sel and Meg Patrick Tuszynski reported 
the results of their own review of the lit-
erature. They looked specifically at the 
155 studies that have used the Fraser 
Institute’s annual Economic Freedom 
of North America index in their empiri-
cal models. The index includes state-
by-state measures of government size, 
taxes and labor-market regulations. In 
two-thirds of the studies, Stansel and 
Tuszynski found, economic freedom 
was associated with better economic 
performance among states. Of the three 
sub-indexes, the regulatory burden was 
the most important.

Economies are among the most com-
plex systems that scholars have ever 
tried to model. It is possible that at 
some point in the future, more sophis-

BY ABDUL RASHEED

Guest columnist

N
orth Carolinians treasure their 
reputation as leaders in “The New 
South.” And we have every right 

to do so. Now as voters, pundits, politi-
cians and others are decrying the state 
of civic and political discourse in our 
state and nation, we are leaders once 
again as we seek solutions. Amazingly, 
North Carolinians started working on 
this problem a quarter century ago and 
created a model that on a small scale 
has been impactful.

Wildacres Leadership Initiative was on 
solid ground — even inspired — when 
it created the William C. Friday Fellow-
ship in 1994. The fellowship was named 
for the long-time leader of the state’s uni-
versity system, who was admired for his 
civility and his ability to work with di-
verse people for the betterment of North 
Carolina. At that time, Friday said, “The 
greatest need in our state and country 
is for a generation of leaders with moral 
principles and ethical standards…with 
an unshakeable commitment to courage 
and fairness with grace and courtesy and 
decency.”

It is a statement that could well have 
been written today.

The fellowship recognized the im-
portance of positive human relations 
and embraced the idea that gifted lead-
ers of differing backgrounds and politi-
cal and philosophical persuasions have 
the capacity to solve perplexing soci-
etal problems at the local, state and na-
tional levels. It went further and created 
a framework in which emerging leaders 
could learn the skills to do it. Twenty at 
a time, The fellowship started identify-
ing emerging leaders, bringing them 
together and helping them hone their 
human relations skills and eventually 
become part of a network that works ef-
fectively for the betterment of North 
Carolina. A core belief is that differences 
do not have to result in polarization, 
and that the kind of gridlock we see at 
many levels and in many venues today is 
avoidable.

Being a Friday Fellow represents a 
commitment of substantial time and en-
ergy. A carefully selected group of emerg-
ing leaders gathers at least six times over 
two years for intense interaction over ex-
tended, four-day weekends. Preparation 
is required including research, writing, 
and study. Expenses such as food and 
lodging are covered.

There is a rigorous screening process, 
and it consistently has produced an im-
pressive pool of candidates who under-
stand the demands of the program and 
also appreciate the network they will 
become a part of and the lifetime of re-
wards that come from the training they 
will receive.

Some 200 Friday Fellowship graduates 
are now scattered about the state and are 
quietly influencing decision making from 
their neighborhoods to the highest lev-
els of statewide policy. Included among 
them are John Drescher, editor of The 
News and Observer; John Hood, head of 
the John Locke Foundation; and Debo-
rah Ross, a recent candidate for the U.S. 
Senate.

As rancor has escalated and become 

commonplace in the public arena, we 
have an even greater need for The Friday 
Fellowship than when it was created and 
named in honor of Friday, whose actions 
— tackling challenging problems, gath-
ering people of different backgrounds 
and philosophies around the table, and 
ultimately finding solutions and even 
consensus — were the model for the fel-
lowship program.

The fellowship has mostly flown 
below the radar since its creation almost 
a quarter century ago. We are going to 
change that. The fellowship has an im-
portant role to play in the future of North 
Carolina, and Bill Friday’s example is 
an important one for us to remember 
and emulate. We must make sure that 
happens.

North Carolina will continue to lead. 
This summer, we are assembling an-
other cohort of Friday Fellows. The Fel-
lowship is casting its net broadly, and 
we will be mining both urban and rural 
areas from the mountains to the sea for 
emerging leaders. As we seek to broaden 
the reach of the fellowship, deepen our 
impact and diversify supportive part-
nerships, we need the help of indi-
viduals, business leaders, foundation 
executives and others who are in posi-
tions to recognize the unique qualities 
we are seeking and make recommenda-
tions to us.

The Friday Fellowship has drawn ac-
colades for almost 25 years now and par-
ticipants have included persons from 
diverse occupations and backgrounds 
— entrepreneurs, educators, lawyers, 
public officials, business people, non-
profit administrators and others. To find 
information regarding participation or to 
nominate a person for consideration as a 
Friday Fellow, please visit the Fellowship 
website at FridayFellowship.org. Nomi-
nations to be considered for this fall’s 
class are due by Aug. 15.
Abdul Rasheed is executive director of the William C. 
Friday Fellowship. He founded and served as CEO of the 
North Carolina Community Development Initiative, an 
organization created to improve housing for under-
served and distressed populations.

A
fter the Trump administra-
tion wildfire that was week 
before last, many Americans 

might have missed a huge story 
in The Washington Post this past 
Tuesday, headlined “Trump dic-
tated son’s misleading statement 
on meeting with Russian lawyer.”

This story was amazing, even 
for Trump.

The story outlines how the president 
and his advisors, on the sidelines of the 
Group of 20 summit in Germany last 
month, discussed how to respond to the 
new revelations that Donald Trump Jr. 
had met with a Russian lawyer during 
the 2016 campaign.

According the Post, “The strategy, the 
advisers agreed, should be for Donald 
Trump Jr. to release a statement to get 
ahead of the story. They wanted to be 
truthful, so their account couldn’t be re-
pudiated later if the full details emerged. 
But within hours, at the president’s di-
rection, the plan changed.”

The Post reports that the president, 
while returning to Washington aboard 
Air Force One, dictated the statement 
that his son would initially issue.

If this story is accurate, the president 
not only dictated what would be said, 
but more im-portant, apparently what 
would be concealed, that Donald Trump 
Jr. attended the meeting to receive dam-
aging information about Hillary Clinton 
from a Russian source.

After Trump Jr.’s initial statement, 
per the president’s suggestion, the story 
changed multiple times. As public pres-
sure increased, Trump Jr. eventually 
acknowledged that he had accepted a 
meeting after receiving an email that the 
Russian government was willing share 
harmful information about Clinton. This 
is not exactly getting ahead of the story.

In this context, the president, during 
an ongoing criminal investigation, simul-
taneously assumed the role of decision 
maker and key political advisor to shape 
the narrative. The Post story could raise 
questions for Special Prosecutor Robert 
Mueller. The president’s action opens an-
other avenue for Mueller to travel.

Some may wish to dismiss the story 
because of unnamed sources, calling 
it “fake news,” and seeing it as a liberal 
conspiracy theory unleashed because of 
blind hatred of the president.

If this story is accurate, these un-
named sources are worried and wish to 
cover their own backsides. The presi-
dent’s personal intervention in his son’s 
response, which had not been previously 
reported, once again changes the nar-
rative. Those who have may leaked the 

story to the press realize the presi-
dent’s decision could potentially 
place them in legal jeopardy.

Moreover, based on the presi-
dent’s treatment of others in the 
administration, can they be cer-
tain that any displays of loyalty 
would be reciprocated? Or do they 
see that the president’s commit-

ment to loyalty runs one way — toward 
his massive ego? Perhaps they feel like 
Michael J. Fox in “The American Presi-
dent,” when he said: “It’s always the guy 
in my job that ends up doing 18 months 
in Danbury minimum security prison.”

Whatever this story may be, it is re-
flective of the president’s Achilles Heel, 
his inability to get out of his own way.

He, along with his surrogates, main-
tains the Russian investigation is a po-
litical ruse. What about the myriad drips 
that continue to emanate from the fau-
cet turned by his hand?

Why conceal that the purpose of the 
meeting with Donald Trump Jr. and the 
Russians was to obtain political infor-
mation on Hillary Clinton?

Why publicly harangue Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions for recusing himself 
from the Russian investigation?

Why fire FBI Director James Comey 
because of the “Russia thing”?

The most favorable light that can be 
offered in the president’s defense is that 
he doesn’t understand the difference 
between being a candidate running for 
the office and, now, being charged with 
the responsibility of governing.

It’s true that the president has no friends 
on the Democratic side of the aisle, but he 
is losing political capital with Republicans. 
His treatment of Sessions, his attempts to 
bully Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski and his 
declining poll numbers make his wagon 
one to which Republicans in Congress 
are becoming increasingly less likely to 
hitch their political fortunes.

Maybe there is nothing to the whole 
Russia thing. If there is no there there, 
the president would be well advised to let 
the matter play out. That may prove to be 
new Chief of Staff John Kelly’s most difficult 
task, to protect the president from himself. 
This, however, is easier said than done.

Kelly inherits a job where pesky fun-
damental questions linger. Why would 
someone attempt to mislead while the 
special prosecutor is conducting an on-
going investigation? How might a spe-
cial prosecutor view such deception?

If the president is not concealing 
something in regard to Russia, he’s cre-
ating the perception that he is.

The Rev. Byron Williams, a writer and the host of the “The 
Public Morality” on WSNC 90.5, lives in Winston-Salem.

Trump can’t get out 
of his own way

Fulfilling Bill 
Friday’s legacy more 
important than ever

JOURNAL FILE PHOTO

William C. “Bill” Friday in 2005. The 
longtime head of the University of North 
Carolina system was a beloved, bridge-
building gentleman.

John 
Hood

Byron 
Williams

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Trump waves to the crowd after speaking at the 2017 National Scout Jam-
boree on July 24 in Glen Jean, W.Va.

John Railey
jrailey@wsjournal.com

ticated research will produce different 
conclusions. At the moment, however, 
the predominant findings of social sci-
ence comport with what North Caro-
lina’s legislative leaders have concluded: 
that states can make themselves more 
competitive, and their residents more 
prosperous over time, by finding ways to 
deliver core public services at the lowest 
possible cost in taxes and regulations.

If you are a Democrat or a progressive 
and view this conclusion with disdain, 
you are of course free to disbelieve it. But 
just understand that repeating your cat-
echism a few more times isn’t going to 
change anything. Fiscal conservatives 
have good reasons to believe what we 
believe. What are yours?
The John Locke Foundation

John Railey’s column 
will return next week.
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Here’s my problem with The Left
R

ALEIGH — I know many Democrats 
and progressives who continue to 
be frustrated by the conservative 

Republicans who have controlled the 
North Carolina General Assembly since 
2010.

The Left has spent years stating and 
restating its standard narrative about our 
state: that North Carolina has historically 
grown faster and been more success-
ful than other Southern states because 
it was more willing to spend tax dollars 
on higher education, infrastructure and 
other government programs. Having re-
peated this catechism faithfully and end-
lessly, and yet seen no significant change 
in the policy direction of the state, pro-
gressives either resort to conspiracy 
theories about dark-money interests dic-
tating terms to their political lackeys or 
they resort to personal attacks on the in-
telligence of GOP lawmakers.

I chose my terms carefully. The Left’s 
narrative is a kind of quasi-religious or-
thodoxy. It is neither good history nor 
good social science. Since the end of 
World War II, North Carolina’s economy 
has usually outgrown the nation’s, to be 
sure. But that’s a regional phenomenon, 
not a Tar Heel phenomenon. In fact, the 
average annual growth rate since 1948 of 
per-person, after-tax income has been ex-
actly the same for North Carolina, South 
Carolina and the Southeast as a whole.

This is a long stretch of time. During 
some periods, sometimes lasting a de-

cade or more, North Caro-
lina has underperformed 
its regional competitors. 
During other periods, it’s 
grown faster. But even de-
tailed analysis of the data 
reveals no statistically sig-
nificant relationship be-
tween, say, state spending 
on higher education and 

subsequent economic growth.
I’m not arguing that government pro-

grams have no value. I’m not arguing that 
modern economies can prosper without 
some public services and assets. But to 
assert that North Carolina had the “right” 
amount of government expenditures and 
taxes before the Republicans took over in 
2010, and now it has “not enough” gov-
ernment, is to make an ideological claim, 
not an empirical one.

Several years ago, I began keeping a 
list of all the scholarly studies I could 
find on the subject of state economic 
growth. My database now contains many 
hundreds of papers, all published either 
in peer-reviewed academic journals or 
as chapters of peer-reviewed academic 
books. The available research doesn’t just 
examine public-policy variables such as 
government spending, taxes and regu-
lations. It also considers other potential 

explanations for differences in economic 
growth, including energy prices, private 
investment, geography and educational 
attainment.

Overall, this emerging body of empiri-
cal evidence suggests that most govern-
ments are too large and do more than 
they should — taxes and regulations are 
negatively associated with economic 
growth — but that non-policy factors are 
usually more significant in explaining 
differences among states and localities.

In the new edition of the Journal of 
Regional Analysis and Policy, South-
ern Methodist University’s Dean Stan-
sel and Meg Patrick Tuszynski reported 
the results of their own review of the lit-
erature. They looked specifically at the 
155 studies that have used the Fraser 
Institute’s annual Economic Freedom 
of North America index in their empiri-
cal models. The index includes state-
by-state measures of government size, 
taxes and labor-market regulations. In 
two-thirds of the studies, Stansel and 
Tuszynski found, economic freedom 
was associated with better economic 
performance among states. Of the three 
sub-indexes, the regulatory burden was 
the most important.

Economies are among the most com-
plex systems that scholars have ever 
tried to model. It is possible that at 
some point in the future, more sophis-

BY ABDUL RASHEED

Guest columnist

N
orth Carolinians treasure their 
reputation as leaders in “The New 
South.” And we have every right 

to do so. Now as voters, pundits, politi-
cians and others are decrying the state 
of civic and political discourse in our 
state and nation, we are leaders once 
again as we seek solutions. Amazingly, 
North Carolinians started working on 
this problem a quarter century ago and 
created a model that on a small scale 
has been impactful.

Wildacres Leadership Initiative was on 
solid ground — even inspired — when 
it created the William C. Friday Fellow-
ship in 1994. The fellowship was named 
for the long-time leader of the state’s uni-
versity system, who was admired for his 
civility and his ability to work with di-
verse people for the betterment of North 
Carolina. At that time, Friday said, “The 
greatest need in our state and country 
is for a generation of leaders with moral 
principles and ethical standards…with 
an unshakeable commitment to courage 
and fairness with grace and courtesy and 
decency.”

It is a statement that could well have 
been written today.

The fellowship recognized the im-
portance of positive human relations 
and embraced the idea that gifted lead-
ers of differing backgrounds and politi-
cal and philosophical persuasions have 
the capacity to solve perplexing soci-
etal problems at the local, state and na-
tional levels. It went further and created 
a framework in which emerging leaders 
could learn the skills to do it. Twenty at 
a time, The fellowship started identify-
ing emerging leaders, bringing them 
together and helping them hone their 
human relations skills and eventually 
become part of a network that works ef-
fectively for the betterment of North 
Carolina. A core belief is that differences 
do not have to result in polarization, 
and that the kind of gridlock we see at 
many levels and in many venues today is 
avoidable.

Being a Friday Fellow represents a 
commitment of substantial time and en-
ergy. A carefully selected group of emerg-
ing leaders gathers at least six times over 
two years for intense interaction over ex-
tended, four-day weekends. Preparation 
is required including research, writing, 
and study. Expenses such as food and 
lodging are covered.

There is a rigorous screening process, 
and it consistently has produced an im-
pressive pool of candidates who under-
stand the demands of the program and 
also appreciate the network they will 
become a part of and the lifetime of re-
wards that come from the training they 
will receive.

Some 200 Friday Fellowship graduates 
are now scattered about the state and are 
quietly influencing decision making from 
their neighborhoods to the highest lev-
els of statewide policy. Included among 
them are John Drescher, editor of The 
News and Observer; John Hood, head of 
the John Locke Foundation; and Debo-
rah Ross, a recent candidate for the U.S. 
Senate.

As rancor has escalated and become 

commonplace in the public arena, we 
have an even greater need for The Friday 
Fellowship than when it was created and 
named in honor of Friday, whose actions 
— tackling challenging problems, gath-
ering people of different backgrounds 
and philosophies around the table, and 
ultimately finding solutions and even 
consensus — were the model for the fel-
lowship program.

The fellowship has mostly flown 
below the radar since its creation almost 
a quarter century ago. We are going to 
change that. The fellowship has an im-
portant role to play in the future of North 
Carolina, and Bill Friday’s example is 
an important one for us to remember 
and emulate. We must make sure that 
happens.

North Carolina will continue to lead. 
This summer, we are assembling an-
other cohort of Friday Fellows. The Fel-
lowship is casting its net broadly, and 
we will be mining both urban and rural 
areas from the mountains to the sea for 
emerging leaders. As we seek to broaden 
the reach of the fellowship, deepen our 
impact and diversify supportive part-
nerships, we need the help of indi-
viduals, business leaders, foundation 
executives and others who are in posi-
tions to recognize the unique qualities 
we are seeking and make recommenda-
tions to us.

The Friday Fellowship has drawn ac-
colades for almost 25 years now and par-
ticipants have included persons from 
diverse occupations and backgrounds 
— entrepreneurs, educators, lawyers, 
public officials, business people, non-
profit administrators and others. To find 
information regarding participation or to 
nominate a person for consideration as a 
Friday Fellow, please visit the Fellowship 
website at FridayFellowship.org. Nomi-
nations to be considered for this fall’s 
class are due by Aug. 15.
Abdul Rasheed is executive director of the William C. 
Friday Fellowship. He founded and served as CEO of the 
North Carolina Community Development Initiative, an 
organization created to improve housing for under-
served and distressed populations.

A
fter the Trump administra-
tion wildfire that was week 
before last, many Americans 

might have missed a huge story 
in The Washington Post this past 
Tuesday, headlined “Trump dic-
tated son’s misleading statement 
on meeting with Russian lawyer.”

This story was amazing, even 
for Trump.

The story outlines how the president 
and his advisors, on the sidelines of the 
Group of 20 summit in Germany last 
month, discussed how to respond to the 
new revelations that Donald Trump Jr. 
had met with a Russian lawyer during 
the 2016 campaign.

According the Post, “The strategy, the 
advisers agreed, should be for Donald 
Trump Jr. to release a statement to get 
ahead of the story. They wanted to be 
truthful, so their account couldn’t be re-
pudiated later if the full details emerged. 
But within hours, at the president’s di-
rection, the plan changed.”

The Post reports that the president, 
while returning to Washington aboard 
Air Force One, dictated the statement 
that his son would initially issue.

If this story is accurate, the president 
not only dictated what would be said, 
but more im-portant, apparently what 
would be concealed, that Donald Trump 
Jr. attended the meeting to receive dam-
aging information about Hillary Clinton 
from a Russian source.

After Trump Jr.’s initial statement, 
per the president’s suggestion, the story 
changed multiple times. As public pres-
sure increased, Trump Jr. eventually 
acknowledged that he had accepted a 
meeting after receiving an email that the 
Russian government was willing share 
harmful information about Clinton. This 
is not exactly getting ahead of the story.

In this context, the president, during 
an ongoing criminal investigation, simul-
taneously assumed the role of decision 
maker and key political advisor to shape 
the narrative. The Post story could raise 
questions for Special Prosecutor Robert 
Mueller. The president’s action opens an-
other avenue for Mueller to travel.

Some may wish to dismiss the story 
because of unnamed sources, calling 
it “fake news,” and seeing it as a liberal 
conspiracy theory unleashed because of 
blind hatred of the president.

If this story is accurate, these un-
named sources are worried and wish to 
cover their own backsides. The presi-
dent’s personal intervention in his son’s 
response, which had not been previously 
reported, once again changes the nar-
rative. Those who have may leaked the 

story to the press realize the presi-
dent’s decision could potentially 
place them in legal jeopardy.

Moreover, based on the presi-
dent’s treatment of others in the 
administration, can they be cer-
tain that any displays of loyalty 
would be reciprocated? Or do they 
see that the president’s commit-

ment to loyalty runs one way — toward 
his massive ego? Perhaps they feel like 
Michael J. Fox in “The American Presi-
dent,” when he said: “It’s always the guy 
in my job that ends up doing 18 months 
in Danbury minimum security prison.”

Whatever this story may be, it is re-
flective of the president’s Achilles Heel, 
his inability to get out of his own way.

He, along with his surrogates, main-
tains the Russian investigation is a po-
litical ruse. What about the myriad drips 
that continue to emanate from the fau-
cet turned by his hand?

Why conceal that the purpose of the 
meeting with Donald Trump Jr. and the 
Russians was to obtain political infor-
mation on Hillary Clinton?

Why publicly harangue Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions for recusing himself 
from the Russian investigation?

Why fire FBI Director James Comey 
because of the “Russia thing”?

The most favorable light that can be 
offered in the president’s defense is that 
he doesn’t understand the difference 
between being a candidate running for 
the office and, now, being charged with 
the responsibility of governing.

It’s true that the president has no friends 
on the Democratic side of the aisle, but he 
is losing political capital with Republicans. 
His treatment of Sessions, his attempts to 
bully Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski and his 
declining poll numbers make his wagon 
one to which Republicans in Congress 
are becoming increasingly less likely to 
hitch their political fortunes.

Maybe there is nothing to the whole 
Russia thing. If there is no there there, 
the president would be well advised to let 
the matter play out. That may prove to be 
new Chief of Staff John Kelly’s most difficult 
task, to protect the president from himself. 
This, however, is easier said than done.

Kelly inherits a job where pesky fun-
damental questions linger. Why would 
someone attempt to mislead while the 
special prosecutor is conducting an on-
going investigation? How might a spe-
cial prosecutor view such deception?

If the president is not concealing 
something in regard to Russia, he’s cre-
ating the perception that he is.

The Rev. Byron Williams, a writer and the host of the “The 
Public Morality” on WSNC 90.5, lives in Winston-Salem.
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William C. “Bill” Friday in 2005. The 
longtime head of the University of North 
Carolina system was a beloved, bridge-
building gentleman.
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President Trump waves to the crowd after speaking at the 2017 National Scout Jam-
boree on July 24 in Glen Jean, W.Va.
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ticated research will produce different 
conclusions. At the moment, however, 
the predominant findings of social sci-
ence comport with what North Caro-
lina’s legislative leaders have concluded: 
that states can make themselves more 
competitive, and their residents more 
prosperous over time, by finding ways to 
deliver core public services at the lowest 
possible cost in taxes and regulations.

If you are a Democrat or a progressive 
and view this conclusion with disdain, 
you are of course free to disbelieve it. But 
just understand that repeating your cat-
echism a few more times isn’t going to 
change anything. Fiscal conservatives 
have good reasons to believe what we 
believe. What are yours?
The John Locke Foundation

John Railey’s column 
will return next week.


